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RECEIVED
Honorable Max Baucus
United States Senate UU'_ - a m:'b

711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Dear Senator Baucus:

This is in reply to your letter of June 17, 1993, rega
Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235,/57 FR 54034 (1992).
This Notice proposes comprehensive changes to ission's Rules governing
the private land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below
512 MHz. You expressed your concerns and those of Governor Racicot about the
impact of upgrading existing systems on state and local government and other
two-way radio systems located in rural areas.

ing the Notice of

The primary purpose of the Notice was to foster emerging mobile
telecommunications technologies that can help resolve spectrum congestion.
While congestion is most pronounced in urban environments, the evidence
suggests that pockets exist in even the most rural states. We are, however,
fully aware of the varying needs of users of private land mobile radio
spectrum, including state and local governments and those in rural areas. To
this end, Commission staff has had numerous meetings with representatives of
various groups representing mobile radioc users. These discussions have been
fruitful and should lead to final rules that achieve the important goals of
the Notice while minimizing costs to all users.

Thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Your concerns will be

included in the record of this proceeding and will be considered in developing
final rules.

Sincerely,
.
Richard J. Shiben

Chief, Land Mobile and
Microwave Division
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Ms. Linda Townsend Solheim
Director, Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.

Room 808

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Solheimn:

I am writing to you today to express my concern over the
Notice of Proposed Rule Making Docket 92-235. I am enclosing a
letter and statement that I received from Governor Racicot which
outlines the concerns and suggestions that large and mostly rural
states like Montana have with this docket.

I believe that a compromise can be reached in this situation
and I urge you to seriously consider the information in the
enclosed letter and statement as this issue is considered and
before final regulations are determined.

Again, thank you for your attention to this matter and I
look forward to hearing back from you.

With best personal regafds, I am

incerely,
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1 Considered as a single area of operations, Montana is
2| geographically large and sparsely populated. Its population of

3} 800,000 is spread over 147,000 square miles of terrain ranging from

4] heavilv forested mountains to sprawlinag plains. Radio svstem
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Respectfully submitted,

STATE OF MONTANA
Department of Administration

By: .\fw )7’”"??““‘

Lois Menzles ™
Director

Capitol Station
Helena MT 59620



